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£ lowing Sermon would not have a 
Th 2. ay = event which occaſioned it, had it not been 
| deſired by ſeveral friends of the Deceaſed and the Author; in 
of der, in ſame meaſure, to ſupply the want of a much better, 

preached to the N at Daventry, by the Daer's 
| worthy Succeſſor ; who for reaſons of which he himfelf can give 
the beſt account, hath, after long deliberation, determined not to 
print it. The Author's deſire that ſome publit teſtimony of 
reſpett might be borne to the memory of /o conſiderable a man as 
2 Aſhworth, peculiarly en to himſelf as his Tutor 
and his Friend, overcame ſome objeftions which he — 
fhould have had againſt this publication : And the more 5 , 
as he hoped that, on account FA the ſubject, it was calculated 
to do ſome good: An hope which he was the more willing to 
indulge, as ſeveral miniſters who heard the ſubſlance f it, 
upon another occaſion, had urged the printing of it with this 
ew. I that great end ſhould in any degree be anſwered, 
Me Author will be content the feat — _ 1 which ry 
may be ed, either from t s of the compoſution, or t 
I in — the ſubjett, 


It is proper here to apprize the Reader of ſome expreſſions 
awhich, 2 uſed in the delivery ef the ge —— re- 
tained, reſpecting the difficulty of providing a ſucceſſor to the 
Doctor, which might otherwiſe ſeem deſtitute of propriety ; 

ſence (through the remarkable and unexpected appearance of 
providence ) one * hath accepted the offcy who is in every view 
qualified to execute it, ſo as to give the fulleſt ſatisfattion to all 


concerned, 


It will probably he a diſappointment to many readers that ſo 
little is ſaid of Dr. Eph character. It will be ſulli— 


cient to obſerve, in excuſe far this defect, that be * 
deſired no character might be given of him. But if it had not 
been for this prohibition, nothing more needed to have been 


fad, than that he was the immediate ſucceſſor of the illuſtrious 
Dr. Doddridge, aud was nominated by him to this office. 


The Rev. Mr. Tx0Mas RoBins, late of Het: Bromwich. © 
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"THE STUDENTS 

tu PHB ACADEMY AT DAVENTRY, 
Lately under the Care of the Rev. Dr. AsnworTu, 


q \ 
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IN TESTIMONY OF 
THE Moor FERVENT WISHES FOR THE PROSPERITY 
OF THAT RESPECTABLE SEMINARY OF LEARNING 
| AND THEIR BEST IMPROVEMENT | 
In EVERY BRANCH OF USEFUL SCIENCE 
AND OF EVANGELICAL RELIGION, 


BY WHICH THEY MAY BE QUALIFIED 


o ENCREASE THE NUMBER OF SKILFUL, LABORIOUSS 


AND SUCCESSFUL LABOUREKRS IN THE 
REDEEMER'S HARVEST, 


THIS DISCOURSE IS DEDICATED 
BY 
THEIR MOST APPECTIONATE FRIEND 


AND MOST OBEDIENT SERVANTS 
* S . N 


Haclney; 
OR 2. 1775. 
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PPP 
Luk E x. 2. 


The harveſt truly is great, but the labourers 
are few : Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harveſt, that he would ſend forth labourers 
into his harveſt, 


We ATEVER. there was peculiar in the 
ſtate of the world, and of Chriſtianity in 
it, when our Lord addreſſed theſe words to his 
Diſciples, it muſt be allowed, that the ſimilarity 
between that time and the preſent, is ſufficient 
to juſtify the application of this addreſs to our- 
ſelves. The number of Chriſt's Miniſters, when 
he firſt recommended to them this prayer, was 
indeed very inconfiderable, conſiſting only of 
Twelve T. However, he ſaw occaſion again to 
recommend it, when the number had received the 
addition of the ſeventy Diſciples. And tho', in 
the preſent day, it is far more numerous, their 
work is ſo arduous, and the field of their labour 
ſo extenſive, that there is ſufficient reaſon for all 
the Miniſters, and the true friends of Jeſus, fre- 
quently and fervently to unite in the ſame re- 
queſt, 


t Matt. ix. 37. 38. X. I. 
B A 
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„ Society of Chriſtians, who, by the 1 of 
their profeſſion; are ſuppoſed to have at heaft 
the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt in the world, can at 
no time, be unſeaſonably urged, to pray for it's 
ſupport and increaſe. But, if ſuch a ſubject as 
this may be more properly inſiſted upon at one 
time than at another, it is ſurely on ſuch an occa- 
ſion as that which J have now in my view: The 
death of one, who was not only himfelf an uſeful 
labourer in the Lord's harveſt, - but who was emi- 
nently qualified, to form others for the ſame of- 
fice: one who had been inſtrumental in training 
up many for it, and might have been expected to 
have continued a bleſſing to the Church, in both 
theſe reſpects, for years to come . 

The lofs of ſuch a man muſt be great, and will 
be felt, far beyond the limits of a particular church 
or neighbourhood ; and there are none, of any party 
or perſuaſion, of a truly public ſpirit, who were ac- 
quainted with his worth, (as ſeveral of you were), 
but muſt lay it to heart. I need not, therefore, 
apologize to you, tho' at fo great a diſtance from 
the chief ſcene of his labours, for indulging a 
few reflections on this melancholy event; which 
I would do, not merely as a teſtimony of that re- 
ſpect, which I owed him as my tutor, much leſs as 
a panegyric on his character, but with a view, to 
aſſiſt us all, who wiſh well to the cauſe of our 


+ The Doctor was but 53 years of age, and had naturally 

a ſtrong conſtitution ; which he, doubtleſs, greatly injured by 

a too intenſe application to ſtudy ; eſpecially, when he firſt 
undertook the care of the academy. He died July 18. 

"BF common 
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common Lord, in the beſt improvement of an 

event, which may ſeem greatly detrimental to it. 

The following - particulars, which the text con- 

_ tains, may in this view, by the divine bleſſing, be 
profitably conſidered, 


I. The view therein given of the Goſpel diſ- 
penſation: : it 3s the Redeemer's HaxrxvesT. 


II. An important conſideration lating to it: 7 be 
Harveſt. truly is GREAT. 


III. A melancholy account of the ſcarcity of 
perſons, to gather it in; The labourers are 


FEW. 


VA An exhortation hereupon addreſſed to the 
Diſciples : viz. To pray to the Lord of the 
harveſt, TO ENCREASE theip number, 


Theſe particulars we ſhall conſider, not as ap- 
plicable to the times of our Saviour, and his Apo- 
ſtles only, but alſo to our on, 


IJ. Let us attend a little to the figurative repre- 
ſentation which the text gives us of the 
Goſpel diſpenſation; as he HaR VEST of our 
eue 


In the month of Harveſt, the huſband-man 
reaps the fruits of his labours through all the other 
parts of the year. The corn, which he had ſown, 
and cultivated with care, is gathered into the 
B 2 garner ; 


— Get om 
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garner ; the ample reward of his toil. This world 
of ours may be compared to a large field, and 
mankind: who inhabit it to crops of grain. This 
ſimilitude our Saviour uſes in that parable of his, 
Matthew xiii. where he ſpeaks of the LasT Day 
as the Harveſt; when he, the great huſbandman, 
ſhall ſeparate the wheat from the tares. In the text, 
he evidently refers to that period of time, which 
began with the preaching of the glad tidings of 
falvation, and will end at the conſummation' of all 
things. This is the bleſſed ſeaſon, in which he 
reaps the fruits of his labour and toil, by ga- 
thering out of the wide field of this degenerate 
world, immortal ſouls into his church. 

- An Harveſt ſuppoſes a previous szEED TIME, 
and the indefatigable diligence of the huſband- 
man in plowing, ſowing, and cultivating his 
field. Such preparation was there, previous to 
the Goſpel-harveſt. The former diſpenſations of 
God to the world, may be conſidered, as the 
ſeed · time of our great Redeemer. A way had 
| been gradually preparing, ever ſince the fall, for 
the promulgation of the Goſpel of Salvation; 

and under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, many im- 
portant ſteps were taken towards it. Many pro- 
phets were ſent, from time to time, to till the 
field, to cleanſe the ſoil, to prepare the earth for 
the reception of the good ſeed, to remove out of 
the way, whatever tended to hinder its. growth. 

Very favourable ſeaſons were afforded for the 

8 up, and the growth of the tender blade. 


At 


— — — 
— — — — 1 
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At length, the jewiſh wintry + ſtate drew to 
an end; the rains were over and gone, the flowers 
appeared on the earth, the time of the finging of 
birds came, the voice of the turtle was beard,” to 
$* proclaim the new, the jayful year.” The ſur 
of righteouſneſs then aroſe in his full ſtrength, to 
bring the crop to maturity. Jobn the Baptiſ 
was ſent as the fore - runner of our Lord, and 
his coming contributed much to forward the 
great deſign of the Goſpel. He was ſent, we 
are told, to prepare the way of the Lord, and to 
male ready a people prepared for him F. And from 
the time, that Jobn's miniſtry commenced, it is 
ſaid, the kingdom of God was preached, and every 
*, man” preſſed into it ||.” At length, the great 
huſband-man himſelf appeared, 'when the fulneſs 
of time was come, to gather in the firſt- fruits of 
the harveſt, which was now fully ripe. You 
find our Saviour ſpeaking with pleaſure, in the 
ſame figurative language, of the promiſing ap- 
pearances of ſucceſs attending the preaching: of 
his Goſpel. . Upon obſerving the diſpoſition of the 
Samaritans ta receive it, on the report of their 
town's- woman, whom he had made the ſubject of 
his grace; (when probably he ſaw them flocking 
in great multitudes over the corn-fields, to hear the 
glad-tidings) Say not, ſays he, there are four months, 
and then cometh the barveſt ; behold I ſay unto you, 
lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are 
white already to the harveſt, Now was the time 


| + WarTts's Hymn on Cantic. ii. 11, &c. 5 
| | Mal. ir. a. & Lui i. 17, | Luke xvi. 16. = 


for 
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for him to ſend forth his labourers to reap. Now 
was the happy period arrived, to which the an- 
cient” prophecies referred, that 10 him wr the 
goiberang of the people be *, 

That joyful ſeaſon, bleſſed be God, is not yet 
over: It ſtill continues, and will continue till the 
end of time: till all God's elett that are ſcatttred 
in the different parts of the world, hall be ga- 
thered in. Still the Saviour is ſending forth his 
Minifters among Us, to bring ſinful dying men to 
himſelf, that they may be delivered from that 
univerſal} deſtruction, which ſhall e' er long come 
upon the ungodly ; who, he himſelf: fays,' ſhall be 
burned as tares and chaff in the unquenchable fire. 
Now is the accepted time: Behold, now is the day of 
Salvation! God forbid, that any of you, by 
trifling away the precious opportunity, ſhould have 
occaſion, at laſt, to adopt the melancholy' reflec- 
tion, The harveſt is paſt, the ſummer is ended, and 
me are not ſaved +! With what earneſtneſs ſhould 
we, the Miniſters of Jeſus, exert ourſelves to pre- 
vent this? Many conſiderations concur to recom- 
mend this to us, and among un _ we arg 
now to obſerve ; 


II. That important circuraſtance,. of which. our 
Lord reminds. his Diſciples, — 1 
barveſt truly is GREAT, 


| By this he doubtleſs intended—that there was 
much work for his Miniſters to do,—and much 


opportunity and encouragement for doing it. 


* Gen, Alix. 1 f Jer. vi. 20. 
8 I. When 
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1. When our Lord told his miniſters that the 
harveſt was great, he intimated to them that 
there was MUCH WORK to do. | 


The truth of this appears from conſidering the 
vaſt multitudes of ſouts, every where around them, 
in a ſtate of ignorance fin and death, who needed 
the bleſſings of the goſpel and the labours of its 
miniſters. The land of Canaan in our Lord's time 
was exceedingly populous. The Jews, the poſte- 
rity of Abrabam, here and in the neighbouring 
country, were (according to the divine promiſe) 
like as the ſtars of heaven for multitude . And yet 
far more numerous were the inhabitants of the 
ſurrounding HEATHEN nations, who ſat in the dark 
region of the ſhadow of death, among whom the 
apoſtles were alſo to exerciſe their miniſtry. Their 
commiſſion was to go into all naticns, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature ; and among others to 
the polite and learned in the renouned cities of 
Greece and Rome. How extenſive a field was open- 
ed before them! and how arduous the taſk aſſigned 
them! Eſpecially conſidering the various tempers 
and prejudices of thoſe to whom they were ſent, 
and the dreadful progreſs of iniquity among them. 
The whole world lay in wickedneſs T. And many of 
the vices of heathens prevailed, in a very enormous 
degree, even among God's profeſſing people. 

On much the ſame accounts may it ſtill be ſaid, 
the harveſt truly is great. The habitable parts of 


dur world are become exceeding populous. The 


ſons and daughters of Adam are numerous as the 


* Heb. xi. 12. + 1 John v. 19. 
| corn 
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corn in a fruitful field. And where-ever human 
beings are planted, the ſceds of vice and miſery 
are ſown. It is truly lamentable to think what 
multitudes ſtill ſit in heatheniſn darkneſs, or are 
under the deluſions of a vile impoſtor, and utterly 
ignorant of the way of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
But it is yet more deplorable to conſider, what a 
large proportion of thoſe who inhabit chriſtian 
countries, evidently appear to be without Chriſt, 
and enemies to bim by <wicked works. There are many 
obſcure, yea populous parts of this kingdom 
where but little even of the form of religion is kept 
up, and. where the moſt ſhameful ignorance of the 
firſt principles of chriſtianity prevails, ſo that the 
people periſh for lack of knowledge *. And in other 
places, where religious knowledge is not in the 
loweſt itate, the diſſoluteneſs of men's manners is 
| almoſt incredible. Immoralities of almoſt all kinds 
prevail to ſuch a degree as would have made ſome 
heathens bluſh, and thoſe ordinances of the goſpel 
which are the appointed means of ſalvation are ne- 
glected and deſpiſed. And as for thoſe who are 
free from ſuch grols iniquities, how many are there 
among them evidently ſtrangers to the power of 
godlineſs, and at beſt but almoſt chriſtians ! Now 
it is the office of chriſtian miniſters 1 warn every 
man; to leach every man; io exbort and reprove; to 
pray and beſeech men; to watch for ſouls as thoſe thet 
muſt give an account, and to uſe every poſlible me- 
thod in order to convert ſinners from the error of their 
, ways f. On conſidering theſe things, and at the 
* Hoſea, iv. 6. + James v. 20. | 
x: | ſame 
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me time reflecting upon the power of mens luſts, 
the ſtrength of their prejudices againſt the means 
bf reformation and ſalvation, and the enmity of the 
curnal mind againſt God and goodneſs, you will readily - 
own the harveſt truiy is great, and cannot wonder if 
we adopt the language of the apoſtle, coho is fuffici- 
ent for theſe things * Eſpecially when we take into 
conſideration the awful and everlaſting conſę- 
quences of our miniſtry, and how ſhort and precari- 
ous our time is of labouring for eternity. But 
we are further to obſerve; that when our Lord 
pronounced the harveſt to be great, he meant 


F 


2. That among the vaſt numbers of ſouls who 
needed the labours of his ſervants, there were 
MANY bis ros to RECEIVE them. 


The minds of many, by reading the old teſta- 
ment ſcriptures; by the preaching of Jobs the 
Baptiſt, and by the fame of Chriſt which had 
Ipread far abroad, were prepared to heat the goſ- 
pel of ſalvation, to accept the bleſſings, and comply 
with the requirements of it. Many diſcovered an 
earneſt deſire to attend the goſpel miniſtry, and 
(as the evangeliſt ſpeaks) preſſed int the kingdom, 
lo that they might fitly be compared to corn that 
is thoroughly ripe. This was evidently our Lord's 
idea in the paſſage already cited, in which, upon 
occaſion of the readineſs of the Samaritans to hear 
the goſpel, he tells his diſciples that the fields were 
already tobite for the harveſt. During his own 
perional abode upon earth, there were promiſing 
appearances of ſucceſs attending his labours and 

C thoſe 
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thoſe of his apoſtles. The ears of many were at- 


tentive to his heavenly doctrine, and the hearts of 
many open to receive it; inſomuch that the chief 
prieſts and Phariſees were alarmed and faid, F we 
let bim alone, all men will believe on him. Before he 
left our world, that ancient prediction was in part 
accompliſhed, Thy people ſhall be willing in the day 
of thy power. But this was more eſpecially verifi- 
ed afterwards, when the ſpirit was poured out on 
the apoſtles, when thouſands were pricked at the 
heart, and brought to enquire, What Shall we do? 
So that the wondering world might well afk in the 
language of aſtoniſhment, agreeably to the pro- 
phet's repreſentation, Who are theſe that fly as a 
cloud, and as doves to their windows F?—And thanks 
be to God, we in the preſent day have both ſuch 
opportunity and encouragement for preaching the 
goſpel, that it may ſtill be ſaid, the harvgſt is great. 
With regard to oyyoRTUNITY, the [miniſters of 
our own country, at the preſent time, enjoy far 
greater advantages, than Chriſt and his apoſtles 
did, who were violently and openly oppoſed by 
the Jewiſh rulers both in church and ſtate, and by 
heathen princes, magiſtrates and prieſts. The 
bleſſings of liberty have long been enjoyed by us 
in as great an extent as was ever known, Mini- 
ſters of all denominations (though ſome perſecut- 
ing laws are {till in force) through the liberal ſpirit 
of the times, may freely preach according to their 
conſciences, and the people at all times may aſ- 
ſemble to hear them, none daring io make them 


*' Pſal. cx. 3. + Iſaiah Ix. 8. 


afraid. 
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Faces thitherwards, Then may it be ſaid, in a 
' ſpiritual ſenſe, that tbe vallies are covered ever with 
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afraid. We as Diſſenters enjoy this further advan- 
tage above our fore · fathers, that in conſequence 
of a long toleration, or connivance, and ſome other 
circumſtances, the prejudices of our brethren in 
the eſtabliſhed church are in a great meaſure abat- 
ed. It muſt alſo be further acknowledged, that, 
degenerate as the preſent times are, and fad as the 
negle& of divine inſtitutions is, there are many 
diſpoſed to attend them with ſeriouſneſs, and ready 
to contribute to the ſupport of them. Thoſe 
miniſters who diſcover a warm zeal for the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls (unleſs in fome peculiarly unfavour- 
able circumſtances) ſeldom want an encouraging 
audience, and eſpecially in their occaſional ſer- 
vices, in places where the means of grace have 
not been long, or are not ſtatedly enjoyed, And 
the more ſerious and feryent their preaching is, 


the more numerous and attentive. the audience is 


uſually found to be. It is doubtleſs a good ſign 


when people are willing to attend ſuch preaching : 
to go to ſome diſtance, and to be at ſome expence, 
for the ſake of it. But eſpecially when they diſ- 


cover minds deeply affected with what they hear, 
and are brought to 3 the way ts Zion with their 


corn. Then have the goſpel-labourers encourage- 
ment to put in the fickle, for the barveſt is ripe . Such 
encouragement ſome among vs actually have, and 
ſuch may others expect, in a degree proportioned 
to the fervour of our prayers and the diligence of 


dur endeavours after it. 


® Rev. xiv, 15, 


C 2 What 
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What need then is there of faithful laborioug 
miniſters, ſeeing there is ſo much for them to do, 
and ſuch opportunity and encourage ment for doing 
it! If the harveſt be ſo great, it is deſirable that 
the labourers ſhould be Many. But alas, our 
Lord's account of the number of them in his W's 
is too applicable to our own, for 


III. The labourers are EEC 


Conſidering the vaſt multitude of fouls wha 
need their aſſiſtance, and the difficulties which 
attend them in their work, the number of chriſtian 
miniſters is very inconſiderable. I ſpeak not with 
reference to any particular denomination, but in- 
clude all, There are many pariſhes in this king- 
dom that are not ſtatedly ſupplied with a miniſter 
of any kind; and other places have but one, tho' 
large enough to furniſh employment for ſeveral, 
were they ever ſo laborious. But alas, how many 
more are there who bear the character, than faith- 
fully diſcharge the office, of gaſpel-miniſters, ſo 
as to deſerve the name of Labourers: who bear 
the higheſt titles and receive the largeſt pay, but 
ſtand all the day idle. Faithful labourers, ſuch as 
the Lord himſelf owns as his, ſuch as are duly 
qualified for his work, and employ themſelves 
with prudence and diligence in it, with an ardent 
zeal to promote their maſter's honour, and the 
immortal welfare of mankind, are very rare. This 
is indeed a melancholy truth, which calls for the 
' generous lamentation of every friend to religion 
and the ſouls of men. Think how deplorable it 

would 


. Goſpel "Harveſt tonfidered. 3 - 
would be if, in the preſent ſeaſon of the year &, 


che plentiful crops of grain ſhould be ſuffered to 
rot upon the ground for want of hands to gather 


it in. How much more deplorable that immortal 
ſouls ſhould prriſn in ignorance and vice for want 
of faithful miniſters to inſtruct, reform and ſave 
theme non 1 ½ʃ ha 
We as — Diſſenters dans os. to pod 
meat, that the number of miniſters. among us is 
far ſhort of what it was when our fathers made that 
noble ſacrifice to chriſtian liberty and the rights of 
conſcience, which laid the foundation of our diſ- 
ſent. And Oh how much inferior are many of 
their ſons of the preſent age in ability, devotion and 
zeal ! The number of our miniſters rather con- 
tinues to. decline, Many of our congregations 
are deſtitute, and are breaking up for want of 
ſuitable ſupplies, and the number of candidates for 
the miniſtry in our academies. is not proportioned 
to the demands of our churches. 
It may not he ynprofitable to enquire into the 
reaſons af this affecting ſtate of things. One 
doubtleſs is, the arduous nature of the miniſterial 


office; the labour and ſelf-denial which are re- 


quiſite to become duly prepared for it, and to diſ- 
Charge it with honpur and ſucceſs. Moſt perſons 
prefer more eaſy employments. Another obvi- 
ous reaſon is, the little encouragement to be found, 

from any worldly proſpects, to undertake the 
office. Thoſe who ſee great things for themſetves 


on earth, muſt not become preachers of the goſpel, 


* ' The beginning of Harve rveſt. 4s 
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14 The Want of Laborers in the 
eſpecially amongſt Us; if they do, they are not 
likely to gain their end: nor en is 1 reaſons 
able that they ſhould, 
. They that preach the AT) kunt 2250 a right 
to expect te live of the goſpel. But this many in 
the preſent day are not able to do, partly through 
the poverty, or the ſmallneſs of their congtega · 
tions, and partly ( in too many caſes) through the 
want of liberality in their hearers. This circum. 
ſtance leads many to diſcourage their children 
from undertaking the miniftry, and has occaſioned 
fome to leave it. How far either are yindicable 
we do not here enquire. It is moreover certain 
that the unhappy diviſions which have fo frequent- 
ly obtained among the Diſſenters, and the want of 
candour towards each other, and towards their 
miniſters, on account of ſome differences in opi- 
nion, hath centributed to deter ſome from deſign- 
-ing, and others from purſuing, the work of the 
miniſtry amongſt us, who were poſſeſſed of abili- 
ties which might have rendered them diſtinguiſhed 
ornaments to the profeſſion and extenſively uſeful 
in it.—Another very diſcouraging circumſtance in 
the preſent day is, the want of a diſcreet geal, 
in many of our hearers, and a ſtrange ignorance 
of their avowed principles. In conſequence here- 
- of they run after every new preacher of almoſt any 
. denomination who has the name of a © goſpel- 
- preacher,” though in reality he has nothing but 
zeal, often nothing but noiſe to recommend him, 
or ſome other talent for making the thoughtleſs 
multitude gaze: Or who at beſt is qualified only 


Cape! Harueſ conſderad. ty 
to awaken the moſt ignorant and prophane to a 


ſerious concern about religion, but not to eſtabliſh 
and build up chriſtians in knowledge, faith and 
holineſs . Thus they turn their backs upon their 
own more judicious and equally faithful miniſters, 
who are deſtitute of the power of voice, or other 
not very meritorious qualifications fot ſtriking the 
paſſions and making themſelves popular, It is 
not to be wondered at if theſe and ſome other cir- 
cumſtances ſhould be found to opetate in gradually 
leſſening the number of regular Proteſtant Diſſent- 


* As the reader will naturally . the author here re- 
fers to the perſons called Metbodifs, he thinks it neceſſary to 


lay, i in order to prevent the above paſſage from being miſun- 
derſtood, that he is far from being an enemy to that body of 


people. He commends the zeal of their minifters, heartily 
wiſhes them ſucceſs, as far as they preach the goſpel and act 
agreeably to it, and rejoices in the appearanees of it in the 
real converſion of ſouls to God. It muſt, however, be ac« 
knowledged by their judicious friends that there are many 
irregularities amongſt them, that too many of their preachers 
anſwer the former part of the above deſcription, and that the 
latter part of it may be applied to moſt. Good Mr. Whirefield 
was ready to own it, Let ns rejoice if the ignorant and pro- 
phane, who either had not the means of information or con- 
verſion, or would not attend upon them, are brought by their 
preaching to a thoughtful concern about their everlaſting in- 
tereſts, and let us encourage others of that character to attend 
it with the ſame view. But for members of regular churches 
to deſert their own-miniſters in order to follow theſe, is highly 
prepoſterous, and is manifeſtly attended with many evil con- 
fequenees to themſelves, to their families, to the churches of 
which they are members, and to the Diſſenting Intereſt; 125 
men in wal vey above-mentioned. 


170 ing 


16 Fe ait of Labouters in the 
ing. miniſters, eee et to as improved 
to very different ends. 3g MT2UR0D 24/0729 

| Give: the, leave, as the cloſe of the melt bead 
of diſcourſe, to point out the improvement which 
ſhould be made of the affecting trutii which the 
text has led us to contemplate in the following 
inferences. The firſt which I ſtralt mention re- 
ſpects only miniſters themſelves. 


1. If faithful laboutets in the Lord's harveſt 
are few, this ſhould be improved, by all 
who are engaged in that important work, as 

a motive to unwearied diligenee in it: 

The fewer the hands are in a plentiful harveſt; 
the more laboribus and conſtant ' ſhould the 
work-men be, eſpecially as their buſineſs can- 
not be deferred, there being but a few weeks in 
the whole year in which it can be attended. A 
little delay, particularly in the moſt favourable 
weather, may be of fatal conſequence. Thus it is 
in the goſpel-harveſt. May the Lord awaken the 
labourers in it to a due ſenſe of the importance of 
their work, and in proportion as their number is 
ſmall, may their diligence be great! 

This confideration alſo ſuggeſts a reaſon why 
miniſters ſhould be ready, as opportunity offers, 
and watchful to ſeek opportunity, for extending 
their care and labour beyond the limits of their 


own congregations, and to concur 'in affording 


rheir aſſiſtance in places where there is no ſtared 
preacher, or none qualified or diſpoſed to anſwer 
the great ends of preaching. It would be well if 
| in 
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in ſome views we imitated the zeal of thoſe whom 
we ate too ready to deſpiſe; 


2. Since the mitiiſters of Chriſt ate few, we may 
derive an argument from hence why their 
people ſhould afford them all poſſible en- 
couragement and aſſiſtanee in their work. 


Thoſe who have a true tegatd fot their mini- 


ſters will not only provide them a decent ſuppott, 


endeavour to alleviate their burdens, and as much 
as poſſible remove diſcouragements out of their 
way, but will exett themſelyes to forward the ſuc- 
ceſs of their labouts. And this, not merely a re- 
gard to them, but duty to Chriſt and love to their 
fellow immortals will ſurely dictate. Our work is 
far from being confined to the pulpit : There are 
many calls for attendance upon our people in 
private, and frequent occaſions for perfonal coun« 
ſel, reproof, caution, exhortation, conſolation and 
prayer. The caſes of the afiifted, and of young 
perſons, in particulaf, require much private notice. 
Now ſince minifters are ſo few in compariſon with 
the number of their hearers in general, (and few 
congregations, though large, can ſupport more 
than one) it is next to impoſſible that they ſhould 
themſelves give that particular and cloſe attention 
to every caſe in private which its importance re- 
quires, and which they could wiſh to give. They 
may therefore reaſonably expect the members of 
their churches to ſtir up the gift that is in them, and 
become helpers together with them in their work; 
particularly in vifting the fick, the widows and the 

D fatherlsfh 
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fatherleſs in their aflintion, which indeed is ſpoken 
of as an important branch of pure religion“. Is 
is in a ſpecial manner the duty of the people to 
aſſiſt their miniſters by the faithful performance of 
every part of FAMILY RELIGION ; commanding their 
children and their houſhold after them to keep the ways 
of the Lord; caufing them to read the ſcriptures, 
catechiſing and inſtructing them in the great doc- 
trines and duties of religion, cautioning them 
againſt every thing that would tend to the injury 
of their fouls, exhorting them to, and encouraging 
them in, every thing that is good; reminding 
them of what they hear from the pulpit, and en- 
forcing upon them a ſerious practical regard to it 
praying with them and for them, and putting them 
upon praying for themſelves. How happy would 
it be for the church, how happy for miniſters, and 
how much leſs cauſe would there be to lament it 
that they are ſo few, if heads of families in general 
would thus officiate as prieſts in their own houſes! 
I will only add one other view in which, chriſ- 
tians, we need and deſire and demand your aſſiſt- 
ance; I mean what you find the apoſtle reminding 
the Corinthians of in theſe words, you ao belping 
together by pave for us . 


3. Since faithful eden miniſters are ſo few, 
we may infer what juſt occaſion there is for 
lamenting the loſs of any of them by death. 


The more plenteous the harveſt, and the fewer 
the labourers, the more are they needed, and the 


\ 2 James * 27. : + 2 Cor, i. 11. 
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worſe can able hands be ſpared. When the righte- 
ous periſh ard the faithful fail it ought to be laid 
to heart. The death of every good man, but 
eſpecially of every good miniſter, is a Joſs to the 
church and to the world. But the death of 4 
maſter in Iſrael, one ſtanding like Samuel appointed 
over the college of the prophets ®; with prudence 
and indefatigable induſtry directing the ſtudies of 
the ſons of the prophets ; by lectures of learning 
and devotion training them up for the ſervice of 
the ſanctuary; forming them by jnſtrution and 
example to the character of judicious, evangelical, 
practical preachers of Chriſt ; the death of ſuch an 
one mult be conſidered as a peculiarly heavy ſtroke 
upon the church of God. When Elijab, who had 
ſuperintended the prophetic ſeminaries in Jrael, 
came to viſit the ſchools of the prophets at Bethel 
and Jericho juſt before his tranſlation, the ſtudents 
there, the ſons of the prophets, came to Eliſia his 
aſſiſtant, and afterwards his ſucceſſor, and ſaid to 
him, Knoweſt thou not that the Lord will tale 
away thy maſter from thine head to-day + ? ex- 
preſſing the utmoſt conſternation at the thought of 
ſo affliftive an event. A ſimilar event has befallen 
one of the firſt of our ſchools, which the ſons (f 
the prophets there, and many of their brethren and 
fathers, have ſor ſome time had in painful expecta- 
tion, who cannot but be deeply affected with the 
melancholy tidings of it. Eliha when aſked the 
queſtion whether he was aware of what was abort 
to happen anſwered, Tea, I know it: Hold your 


® 1 Sam, xix. 20. _ + 2 Kings ii. 3. 
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peace. Our duty is undoubtedly the fame. Under 
all the afflictive ſtrokes of the almighty, his lan- 
guage to his creatures is, Be full, and know that I 
am God“. But while in humble ſilence we own the 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs of that God in all his 
afflictive providences, we ought to feel them, and 
while we feel, to mourn. There is peculiar cauſe 
for lamentation in the preſent caſe, as the yacancy 
now made will, on account of many peculiar cir- 
cumſtances, be with great difficulty ſupplied. 
There are few who can think themſelves qualified 
to fill it, and not many really are ſo. However, 
the loſs of the wiſeſt, the greateſt, the beſt of men 
ought not to be ſo lamented, as if the intereſt of 
religion in the world depended upon them. The 
great head of the church needs not any particular 
inſtruments to carry on his great deſigns of pro- 
vidence or of grace. Though he uſes inſtruments, 
he makes them what they are, and he who forms 
them for himſelf, and lays them aſide when he 
pleaſes, can eaſily form others, and we may chear- 
fully hope he will. Let us rejoice in his all - ſuf: 
ficiency, grace and faithfulneſs, who ever lives, tbe 
fame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever ; belieying that 
he will maintain his own cauſe, and can neyer be at 
a loſs for means of doing it. 

However, there is doubtleſs an important duty 
incumbent upon Us in regard to the ule of means 
for the ſupport of religion in the world, as well as 
tor maintaining it in our own ſouls. I therefore 
add as a further head of improvment, 

% Pſal. xlvi. 10. + Heb, xiii. 8. 


4. Since 
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4 Since the faithſul miniſters of Chriſt are few, 
it becomes us to deſire and endeavour to en- 


creaſe their number. 


When we conſider what multitudes of ſouls there 
are every where around us in a ſtate of ſin and 
death, and how faſt they are haſtening into the 
eternal world, where they will be beyond all hope 
of recovery, and when at the ſame time we think 
how few there are who ſeem in earneſt to ap- 
prize them of their danger, and to ſne them the 
way of ſalvation, well may we adopt the words of 
* Moſes, in reply to Fe/hua, who complained of Eldad 
and Medad for prophecying in the camp, Would 10 
| God that all the Lord's people were prophets! and 
that the Lord would put his ſpirit upon them | Let 
us cultivate a compaſſionate concern for the ſouls 
of men, and do the utmoſt in our power that they 
may have the neceſſary means of converſion and 
ſalvation. This naturally brings me to conſider 


IV. The exhortation of our Lord to his diſci- 
ples on that affecting view of things which 
we have been contemplating : Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harveſt, that he would 
fend forth labourers into bis harveſt, Let us 
here, 


— . . / 
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1. Attend a little to the view which our Saviour 
gives of the bleſſed God. He repreſents him 
as * The Lord of the barveſt. 


The world, which is the field+ in which immortal 
ſpirits grow up for eternity, is his. The earth is the 


* Numb. xi. 29, + Matt. xiii. 38, 
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dell therein *, All fouls are bis; for he is the father 


man is from the Lord f. Thoſe who are employed 


their manifold diſcouragements, the ſmallneſs of 


Lord's and the fulnehs thereof, the world and all that 


of ſpirits, And as he caules the grain to grow I 
upon the earth and makes it ready for the reaper's 1 


uſe, fo he prepares the ſouls of men for the ſickle FF 
of his word, and makes ready an harveſt for the 


ſpiritual labourer, The preparation of the heart of 


in the goſpel vineyard are alſo his. He qualifies 
them for their work, and he calls them to it, In 
the text it is ſpoken of as his preregative to ſend 
forth labourers, From him they receive their in- 
ſtructians, and from him are they to look for their 
rewatd. In a word, he has the diſpoſal of every 
thing relating to this ſpiritual harveſt, and he has 
the ſole claim to the fruits of it. 

This conſideration, that God is the Lord of the 
harveſt, ſhould excite thoſe who enter into it as 
Ideen to ſee that they have their commiſſion 
and their inſtructions from him. It ſhould ſerve , 
to quicken apd animate chriſtian miniſters in the = 
diſcharge of their work, to recolle& that they are 
the ſervants of the Lord, employed by him, workers 
togetber with him, and finally accountable to him. 
It ſhould alſo be improved to comfort them amidſt 


their number, the greatneſs of their work, their 
want of ſucceſs; and alſo to chear the minds of 
good men in general, when dejected on obſerving 
the ſad deflenfion of religion in our churches, and 
the want of faithful miniſters. Since the harveſt 
t Prov, xvi. 7. 


* Pſal, xcviii. 7, 
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is the Lord's, we may chearfully look to him to 
provide labourers and to command ſucceſs, while 
at the ſame time we exert ourſelves, in the uſe of 
all proper means, to raiſe up a ſucceſſion of them, 
and to revive the intereſt of true Chriſtianity. To 
the diſcharge 'of this duty our Lord here exhorts 
us. Pray ye that be would ſend forth labourers inte 
bis barveſt.— Let us now 


2. Conſider the import of this exhortation. 
It is obſervable, that the word“ rendered ſend 


forth, properly ſignifies thruſt out : which implies 


that there 1s a backwardnels in perſons to engage 
in this arduous ſervice, Some who ſeem to have 
talents for it are averſe to it thro* indolence, or 
the love of the world, for which Demas foriook 
the ſervice, Others thro* modeſty and lelf-dif- 
fidence. When Moſes was called forth to go on 
God's errand to Pharaoh, he pleaded to be ex- 
cuſed, ſaying, O my Lord, JI am not eloquent, but am 
ſlow of ſpeech and of a flow tongue. In like manner 
the Prophet Jeremiah, Ab Lord God, behcld I cannot 
Speak, for Iam a child. Thoſe who are the moſt fir 
for the work, are often the moſt backward to en- 
gage in it, from a ſenſe of its great difficulty and 
importance, and of their own inſufficiency. Ir js 
needful for the Lord of the Harveſt, to tri ibem 
out, 

Our Saviour's exhortation, to pray, that he 
would do fo, though immediately addreſſed to his 
firſt diſciples, we may properly conſider as ad- 


* ZxCanav. 80 in Mat. ix. 38. 
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drefſed ta us; for there ſeems to be no juſt ground 
for confining it to them, but the higheft reaſon, 
from the conſiderations now ſuggeſted; for all the 
Miniſters and the Diſciples of Jeſus ro make it 
theit own. We ſhall comport with the deſign of 
the exhortation, by attending to the following 
hints; 

We ſhould pray, that God would iticline the 


hearts of more young perſons, qualified by na- 


ture and by grace, on right views; and with the 
nobleſt ends, to devote themſelyes to this ſervice ; 
that he would remove diſcouragements out of 
their way, and diſpoſe their patents and friends to 


promote and cheriſh their inclination to it. 


We ſhould pray for thoſe who are devoted to 
the Lord for the ſervice of the ſanctuary, that they 
thay be duly qualified for it; that they may be 
owned of God and ſent by him: For as well may 
we be without minifters as without thoſe that are 


of God's ſending, ſince none but ſuch can be 
ſuppoſed duly qualified for the work, or likely to 
do much good in it: It is a moſt defirable thing 
to have ſkilful and able work-men, that need not to 


be aſhamed ; men of found learning, ſanctified by 
the grace of God. Perſons who, having felt the 
power of the Goſpel upon their own fouls, will be 
earneſtly deſirous that their hearers may feel it 
too; perſons filled with zeal for God; willing 10 
ſpend and to be ſpent for the honour of their maſter, 
and the immortal welfare of their fellow-creatures. 
For this end, 
: We 


"Goſpel Haroeft confidered. 25 
We ſhould pray for a bleſſing upon the ſchools of 
the prophets, our univerſities and private ſeminaries; 


1 that thoſe who preſide over them may themſelves 
it be taught of the Lord, that fo they may be able to 


of 3 reach others alſo, and aim not to train up mere 
8 IX ſcholars, (who are great curſes to the Church) but 

bs good Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt.— When any eminently 
iE qualified for that arduous truſt are removed by 
by death, it ſurely becomes the friends of religion to 
i pray that God would provide others to fill their 
3 places, to maintain the honour and ſucceſs of our 


of 2X public inftitutions for raiſing up a ſucceſſion of 
oO 3 Paſtors after God's own heart, to feed his people 
with knowledge and underſtanding. Again 


0 It behoves Chriſtians fervently to pray for thoſe 
Y who are actually engaged in the work of the mi- 
e niſtry, that they may indeed approve themſelves 
y Labourers, ſent forth of the Lord into his harveſt. 
e We have all of us, brethren, much need of your 
c prayers in this view, and we earneſtly ſolicit them, 
0 Pray that our rhiniſterial furniture may be im- 
g proved; that our love to Chriſt and the ſouls for 
Ly whom he died may be encreaſed ; that our zeal - 
y ror their converſion, edification and ſalvation may 
E de enflamed. Pray that our minds may be ſup- 
ce ported and encouraged under all our difficulties 
© | and trials, and that we may be inſtrumental in 
„ BM turning many to righteouſneſs, and in training up 
„ many ſans for glory. If an inſpired Apoſtle 
2 ſolicited the prayers of his Chriſtian friends, how 
; much more need havg we to fay, Bretbren pray for 
ys. Again, 
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We ſhould pray that God would have compaſ- 
"fon upon the multitudes of our fellow-immortals 
bo are as ſheep without a ſhepherd ; the many po- 
pulous parts of this kingdom where the people 
are either wholly deſtitute of the means of grace, 
or enjoy them in but a ſmall degree, that God 
would incline the hearts af ſome prudent and 
laborious work-men to enter among them, and 


open a way for their reception, that the word of 


the Lord may have free courſe and be glorified, 
Finally. we ſhould pray, that God would fend 
his Miniſters ipto thoſe large and populous parts 
of the earth, which are at preſent utter ſtrangers 
to the Goſpel-way of Salvation, that as the world is 
plentifully ſown with immortal creatures, it may 
quickly yield a plentiful harveſt unto Chriſt. 

Let us all, Miniſters and people, frequently and 
fervently unite in addreſſing ſuch ſupplications as 
theſe to the throne of the divine mercy. But let 
us remember, it is nat to be expected, that the 
moſt feryent prayers will avail in this caſe, or in- 
deed in any other, unleſs they are accompanied 
with correſpondent endeavours. If, while we aſk 
of God to bring about any event, we neglect the 
natural means for obtaining it, we affront him and 
impoſe upon ourſelves. The ſtronger our faith is 
in ſuch caſes, the greater is pur preſumption, 
Let us attend to this in the caſe now before us, 
and act accordingly. It is true, it is the prero- 
gative of the great Lord of the harveſt, to ſend 
forth labourers into it; but it is no more incon— 
fiftent with this to deviſe and encourage ichemes 
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for ſupplying the churches with uſeful Wage 
than it is in the huſband- man, who is taught that 
it is God who gives him corn &, and is required to 
aſk of him his daily bread, to be diligent in plow- 
ing and ſowing his fleld; or to ſeek out for la- 
bourers to reap and gather in the crop. That 


* 


bebe Haroh confident, -M 


TE , 


God, of whom are all things, uſually works in the 


moral as well as in the natural world by the uſe 
bf means adapted to his purpoſes, and employs 
his creatures as the inſtruments in executing his 
great deſigns: What he purpoſes to do, he com- 
mands them to aſt, but never warrants them to 
expe& he will anſwer thoſe prayers, which are 
counteracted by their conduct. 

Let Chriſtians then exert themſelves according 
to their reſpective abilities and opportunities for 
the welfare of the Church and the ſalvation of 
ſouls. 

Let thoſe who have children qualiſied by the 
gifts of nature, and who give good evidence that 
they are poſſeſſed of that grand qualification of 
all, tbe {grace of God in the heart, encourage them 
to deyote themſelves to God in the ſervice of his 
ſanctuary. It is not to be wiſhed that any ſhould 
bring up their ſons for the miniſtry contrary to 
their own inclination : this has ſometimes been 
of very unhappy conſequence both to themſelves 
and the Church of God. But it muſt be owned, 
that the judicious uſe of parental influence ſome- 
times inclines young perſons to an employment 
which they would not otherwiſe chuſe, and in 


* Hoſ. ii. 8, Iſa. ly; 10. | 
E 2 conſequence 
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conſequence of ſerious advice and due encourages 
ment, that way of life becomes their own free 
choice which they otherwiſe would not have 
thought of, and to which they once were even 
averſe. I fear ſomething of this kind is ſadly 
wanting among Diſſenters in the preſent. day; eſ- 
pecially among thole in affluent circumſtances, who 


are the propereſt perſons to bring up their children 


for the miniſtry. They look upon it as too mean 
an employment for their children, for whom they 
can provide much more to their worldly emolu- 
ment in other callings. Nay, there are thoſe (I 
am ſorry to ſay it) who even diſcourage their ſons 
from ſtudying for the miniſtry, tho? they have 
diſcovered a ſtrong inclination to it, on this very 
account. In conſequence of this our Miniſters 
are often taken from among the meaneſt of the 
people, and are entirely dependent upon their 
hearers z both which circumſtances are attended 
with many obvious diſadvantages, and contribute, 
eſpecially with reſpect to the polite and opulent, 
to bring the miniſtry into contempt. But let ſuch 
perſons remember that they themſelves are the 
chief cauſes of that contempt of which they com- 
plain, and that they have it in their power in a 
great meaſure to remove it. Let the wealthy among 
us, who have any concern for the honour and ſup- 
port of our intereſt, conſider whether it be not 
incumbent upon them to devote their own off- 


' ſpring to the ſervice of God in this important of- 


fice, provided they diſcover, after ſome proper 
trial, a real inclination to it, and a due capacity for 
| | it. 
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ft. Conſider, your children would eſcape the. 
principal inconveniencies and difficulties attending 
ir, of a ſecular nature, by their independence. 
This office has indeed other diſcouragements, but 
its ſupports and its advantages are abundantly, 
equal to them, yea far aver-ballanee them. What 
ſtation in life is without its difficulties? and why 
ſhould we not be willing that ourſelves and chil- 
dren ſhould ſubmit to ſome for the ſake of 
Chriſt, as well as for the preſent world As for 
thoſe perſons who have a mean idea of the of- 
fice itſelf, and think it would be a diſgrace to 
their children and their families, it requires the 
utmoſt ſtretch of charity to think them Chriſtians. 
Let them remember that the prieſtly office has 
always been held honourable in all civilized; na- 
tions, and was anciently united to the royal dignity, 
Let them alſo conſider, that a preacher of rightequſ- 
neſs was a character by which the Lord of Angels 
thought himſelf honoured. 

Let what has been ſaid excite and encourage 
young perſons, of ability and piety. chearfully to 
preſent themſelves to God, to ſerve him in the 
Gaſpel of his Son. While you ſee many of your 
fellow · immortals in a ſtate of ignorance, depravity; 
guilt and ruin, and obſerve how few there are to 
help them, let your. eye pity them, and your beſt 
endeavours.be exerted for their recovery, While 
the bleſſed God is enquiring, as it were, for La- 
bourers to go into his Harveſt, ſaying (to allude 
to Iſaiah vi. 8.) Mbom ſhall I ſend,. and who will 


$9 for us? and one excuſes himſelf for this reaſon 


0 and 
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and another for that, do you offer yourſelves a4 tl 
volunteers in his ſervice, and ſay with the Prophet, F 
Here am I, ſend me. = © 
Let thoſe whom God has bleſſed with ability and P 
opportunity, chearfully contribute to the ſupport of 
candidates for the ſacred miniſtry, be ready to de- 
viſe ſchemes and patronize ſuch as are already laid, 
for the encouragement of thoſe who are engaged 
in it, and for extending the benefit of their la- 
bours.-Finally, let Miniſters attend to the great 
end of their office, and in order to fulfil it, be ins 4 
fant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; and while their A c. 
principal care is employed about the people of F 
their more immediate charge, let them be ready , 
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140 
to do good wherever opportunity offers, and ſtu- . 
dious of means to enlarge the ſphere of their uſe- 1 
fulneſs. 0 

It is, Sirs, for want of feeling more of the * 
power of religion in our own ſouls, that we both, ( 


Miniſters and people, diſcover ſo little zeal in 
promoting it in others. The more we love Chriſt, 
the more ſtudious and diligent ſhall we be in ad- 
vancing his cauſe in the world. Let us endeavour 
more (ſtrongly to believe the great truths of the 
Goſpel, and to feel their influence on our hearts, 
and then I apprehend we ſhall more eaſily per- 
ceive the force of what has now been ſuggeſted, 
and be more ready to pay a practical regard to it, 
Then ſhall we with greater fervour, and with 
greater conſiſtency, offer the prayer which has been 
recommended. In order hereto, may He enable 
us all fo to believe and fo to feel! May the Lord of 
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the Harveſt pour out upon his Miniſters and 


people in general a ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tion, that they may with greater fervour unite in 
preſenting this prayer to him, and be excited to 
greater zeal in deſiring and endeavouring the ac- 
compliſhment of it. Let the happy time, 
„ © Lord, ſoon come when both Miniſters and 
te people ſhall ſeek with greater diligence, not 


„ their own things, but the things which are 
Xx © Jeſus Chris: When in conſequence hereof many 


* ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall be en- 
& creaſed: When the ſavour of the Redeemer's 


4 name ſhall be diffuſed thro? the earth, and unto 
Fim, univerſally, ſhall the gathering af the 
people be! Then will thy people rejoice before 


* thee according to the joy of barveſt, and thy Mi- 
e niſters, tho* they may go forth weeping, bearing 


| & precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again rejoicing, 
bringing their ſheaves with them, Amen! and 
Amen] 
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1. Reflections on the Fall of a Great Man; 
SerMoN on the Death of the Rev. Dr. ſes 
WarTs. 


2. Hope the Chriſtian Mourner's Relief; a 
SERMON on the Death of the Rev. Mr. Janus FLovn 
of Daventry, 


2. The Regards a Chriſtian Congregation owe to 
their deceaſed Miniſters ; a SzzMon on the Death 
of the Rev. Mr. SAMUEL Cyark of Birmingham. 


4. A Collection of PSAL M Tunes; with an In- 
| coodaBib to the Art of Singing :—and a Cola 
ljection of Anthems, &c. 


5. The principal Rules of HeBREw GRAMMAR 
wich complete Paradigms of the Verbs. 


6. An eaſy Introduction to PLaxz TriQong» 
METRY. 
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| and the advancement of real religion as the beſt means in or- 


der thereto, he has yentured to ſubmit to the conſideration of 
the ſerious and judicious among the Diſſenters, the OY 


POSTSCRIP I. 


N purſuance of the Author's leading deſign in the fore. 
going Diſcourſe, the Revival of the Diſſenting Intereſt, 


hints with reſpect to ſome expedients which he has often 
thought might he uſefully adopted in order to ſo deſirable an 
end. 

One is, that the Difſenters ſhould unite in ſupporting ſom 
able, prudent, and zealous Miniſters in preaching the goſpel 
in ſome of the darkeſt and moſt irreligious parts of this kingy 
dom, where no regular ſocieties are formed, or where the 
Intereſt is entirely or almoſt extinct; in ſame of which com- 
modious places yet remain, the affecting monuments of a de- 
parted glory, A particular plan for the conducting of ſuch 
a ſcheme muſt be matured by the united judgments of many. 
It may not be amiſs however here to hold up to view one 
which was formed and executed in the laſt age, by a number 
of merchants in London, which may ſerve at once as a prece- 
dent and a pattern for that here propoſed. Dr. Calany gives 
the following brief account of it?: It was their cuſtom to 
© maintain a miniſter for three years at one place; and if 
his miniftry proved ſo acceptable to the people that they 
% would maintain him afterwards, he fill continued; if not, 
they maintained him in another place,” 

It is much to be wiſhed that ſome of our young Miniſters, 
upon leaving the Academy, (and eſpecially thoſe whoſe cir- 
cumſtances render them independent) would be content tq 
ſpend a few years in ſome of thoſe places, where the intereſt is 
ſunk the loweſt, in order to its revival. Such an attempt 
might in many views be uſeful to themſelves ; and their ſuc. _ 
ſeſs, in raiſing drooping ſocieties, would be more to their ho- 
nour and laſting ſatisſaction than the acceptance they might 
meet with in large congregations, But fince the demands af 


* See NMonconformiſt's Memorial, Vol. Il. p. 489. 
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34 POSTSCRIPT. 
our larger ſocieties are ſo great, it is ſubmitted to conſideri- 
tion, whether it might not be expedient to educate ſome ſe- 
rious young men of good abilities, on purpoſe to ſupply the 
ſmaller ones in the moſt retired ſituations, where learning and 
politeneſs would .be no recommendations, and where perſons 
poſſeſſed of them could not be reconciled to take up their 
abode. 3 

It would contribute much to anſwer the ends propoſed, if 
our opulent Diſſenters, Who have country houſes, would con- 
ſult their uſefulneſs as well as their pleaſure. How much 
might they promote both, if, when they fix their rural ſeats at 
a diſtance from a diſſenting ſociety, inſtead of conforming 
to a mode of worſhip they cannot approve, or what is worſe, 
ſaying at home, they were to take a chaplain with them, to 
preach either in their houſes, or in ſome convenient place fit- 
ted up for the purpoſe, and encourage their neighbours to 
give their attendance ; who in many country places have but 
poor advantages for religion, and might be exceedingly 
thankful for ſuch as theſe. | 

Another method which ſeems to promiſe great uſefulneſs is, 
to encourage ſtated Miniſters to unite in carrying on Lectures 
in the villages round about them, on the Lord's-day evenings, 
or on other occaſions, as may be found molt expedient, for 
inſiſting chiefly on the moſt important ſubjects of religion, in 
which all Chriſtians are agreed, principally with a view to the 
great end of converſion “. 

The preſent ſtate of things among us feems to require ſome 
extraordinary ſteps to be taken. We have ſo long gone on in 
the ſame tract, that we ſeem by degrees to have ſunk into that 
formality and indifference, the avoiding of which we often 
inſiſt upon as a ſtrong argument againſt ated forms in divine 
worſhip. There is the greater reaſon for ſuch extra ſervices, 
out of the ordinary ſeaſons of worthip, as it is chiefly by theſe 
that the Methodi/ts make ſuch great inroads upon us. While 


wie wiſh them ſucceſs, ſo far as they do real good, by turning 


men from darkneſs to light,” and from the power of Satan unto God, 
we ought not to fit unmoved to ſee them found ſocieties, as they 
too often do, in direct oppoſition to ours, and build them up 
by pulling our own to piece The moſt effectual way to pre- 


See Baxter's Reformed Paſtor abridged, p. 215. 


vent 


vent this is, not to exclaim againſt them but to imitate their 
zeal, which we may ſurely do without following their irregu- 
larities We are exhorted to be iaſant not only in ſeaſon, but 
alſo out of ſeaſon. Never was this more neceſſary than in the 
preſent day. It was by following this advice, in the way now 
recommended, that the firſt Nonconformiſts had ſo much 
ſucceſs: it is in a great meaſure for want of it that we have 
ſo little. Thoſe of our brethren who have made the experi. 
ment, have generally found their . occaſional and extraor- 
dinary ſervices abundantly more uſeful, in doing real good, 
than their ſtated labours at the uſual hours on the Lord's-day, 
More hearers uſually attend on ſuch oecaſions; ſome who are 
greatly attached to the forms of the church, and (which is 
yet more deſirable) many of the lower ſort of people, who 
have not been uſed to frequent divine worſhip at all. 

It is eaſy to foreſee ſome objections which will be 
made to the above propoſals ; but it is apprehended they are 
chiefly ſuch as a prudent management would ſoon remove, 
or a warm zeal for God would eaſily overcome. 

Where any conſiderable Exxxnce would be incurred, 
which neither the miniſter nor the people could bear, and 
eſpecially in ſupporting a ſtated preacher, as in the firſt 
ſcheme, let it be defrayed by A Socigry formed with this 
view. Among a number it would be inconſiderable. The 
Diſſenters in London are indeed already at great charge in ſup- 
porting the intereſt in the country, But many of them are 
able to bear a little more, and eſpecially if they would re- 
trench ſome expences which are not only unneceſſary, but 
greatly injurious to themſelves and their families, and to the 
intereſt of religion. What if young perſons, who are not yet 
initiated into other ſocieties, were to be put upon joining ſuch 
an one as this, and were to be frugal in their other expences, 
in order to enable them to do good betimes ? 

But why ſhould not large and opulent congregations in the 
Country contribute to the good of the general cauſe ? As many 
of them ſend nothing to the Funds for ſupporting poor Mi- 
niſters, (tho* much better able than many ſocieties in London) 
it cannot be doubted but that, when properly applied to, 
they will raiſe generous contributions towards ſuch a defign 
as that now propoſed. 
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It bs much to be wiſhed that perſons of affluence, and eſpe. 
cially thoſe who have but ſmall or no families, would think of 
the truſt repoſed in them; of the talents they have for public 
uſefulneſs; of their obligations to improve them; of the 
account ſoon to be demanded of the manner in which they 
have done it; and how much nobler a ſatisfaction it will af- 
ford them another day, to have lived to the benefit of man- 
kind, and honowretl the Lord with their ſubſtance, than to have 
amaſſed large fortunes to be left to ſtrangers, or even to their 
own children, who are ſeldom the happier for them, and who 
are often the more effectually ruined thereby. 

It is alſo moſt highly deſirable that the profeſſed followers 
of Jeſus in general, whether Miniſters or private Chriſtians, 
would ſeriouſly conſider, as in the light of the great judgment 
day, their obligations to follow their Maſter in that leading 
and moſt amiable part of his character, his unbounded zz ne- 
VOLENCE, With reference to which it 1s ſaid of him that he 
ewent about continually doing good. 

If the Writer of this ſhould appear to be too lagi and 
to have diſcovered any thing like an unbecoming forward. 
neſs, he hopes for the candour of thoſe who know the employ- 
ment in which he hath lately been engaged, and who have 
afforded him ſuch ample encouragement in it—the republica- 


tion of the Memoirs of Men to whoſe zealous' endeavours the 


very being of our Societies is, under God, to be attributed, 
and whoſe activity and ſacceſs were ſuch, that one cannot be 
roach converſant with their Writings or their Lives, without 
imbibing ſomething of the ſame glorious enthuſiaſm, 

Tf any thing more need to be ſaid to ſhew the importance of 
the object here propoſed, and to awaken our languid zeal to 
deviſe and execute ſome public ſcheme, that promiſes ſucceſs 
not to ſtrengthen a party, but to promote the cauſe of real, 
religion in the world, the Writer begs leave to conclude this 
addreſs with earneſtly recommending the ſerious peruſal of 

Mr. OzTox's Three Diſcourſes on Chriſtian Zeal, and 

Dr. Fuxxeaux's late Sermon preached before the Correſ- 
pondent Board in London of the Society in Scotland for propa- 
gating Chriſtian Knowledge, &c. entitled, 7. He Daly F Be- 
nevolence aud a public Spirit, on Rom. 150 TY "None of th * 
liveth to Himel f. CS 
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